Ashleigh Cook

Digital Portfolio
(Hons) Illustration 2021



THe€aa

. L

“Not Sol" 1 Said. "1ou have Withil 4ou all the khouledqe and exPeriences of all 4our Pas+ Lives. You Just doN's remember them riqh+ Now.”

1 stopPed walking and +ook You by ﬁéc :&:\;k‘;‘?j :louvgusl'g‘u‘l.nn:'ﬁg: Mt?m'w:.cﬁob:?v'! u'l.'1 ::Ja‘;l"']aufw +hav You can PossibLY imaqine.

"You've been ih a human for the Las. lears. 50 40u haven't s¥retched ov- e+ and fel. he rest of Your \eNSe cONSciousNess.
‘1( '3 hbuq clw htrr(ortl.ou cuau'fh. ;‘u‘d sanq‘rlnm‘crﬁnq’w:'rhvqu-';&t'«mﬂ&s :o‘poun {’) d ‘I‘nq ﬂl\’:x betueen c‘ach Life”

“How MaNYy tiMeS have T beeb reivcarNated. then?"
"Oh Lo4S. LO4S aNd Lots. AN iN 40 Lo4s of different Lives.” 1 said. "This tiMe around, 4ou'lL be a Chivese peasant qirL ivw 540 A D"
“Wait. What7" You Stammered. "You're Sending Me back in timeT"

“Well. 1 qQuess techNically. TiMe. as 40U kNOW i4. ONLY exiS+S iN Your uNiversSe. ThiNgs are different uhere 1 come from.”
“Where 4ou come from?” You said.

"Oh sure.” T explaiNed "1 come from Someuhere. SoMmeuhere eLSe. ANd there are others Like Me.
T kNOW YoU'LL WONE 40 KNOW What i'S Like there. but hones+LY 4ou Wouldn't understand.”

"Oh." You Said. a Little Let down. "But Wait- If T et reincarnated +0 other Places iv tiMe. T could have interacted With mYself at Some point.”
"Sure. HoppPens all the tiMe. AN With both Lives onlY auware of their oun Lifespan You Jon't even KNOW i4'S hapPPeNing.”
*S0 What's the Point of it all?"

1 Looked 4ou iN the eYe. “The meaning of Life. the reason I Made this Whole universe. is for You +o mature.”

"You Mean MaNkiNd7 You WaNt uS Yo Mature?”

"No. Jus¥ You. T Made ¥his Whole universe for 4ou. With each Neu Life 4ou qrow and Mature and become a Larder and qreater intellect.”
"Just Me7 What about everone else?”

“There iS N0 oNe elSe.” 1 Said. "IN ¥his UNiverse. there's Just You and Me.”

You stared bLankly at Me. “But all the PeopPle on earth..."

"ALL You. Different incarnations of You.”

"Waiy. T'M everyonel?”

“Now You're Qe44ivq it." 1 Said. With a conqratulatory SLap on the back.

"I'M every humon being Who ever Lived 7"

*OF Who Will ever Live, Yes.*

"I'Mm Abrahom LincolnT?”

*ANd You're Tohh Wilkes Booth: 400" T added.

*T'M Hitler?" Yov said. appalled.

“Aind You're the Millions he killed."

“I'm Sesus?"

“Aind You're everyone who foLloved him."

You fell SiLent.

“eEver iMe You victimized Someone.” T said. "ou Were victi, N ourself. every act of indness You've done, You've Jone o Yourself.
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You +houqht for a Lowq tiMe.
*WhY7" You asked Me. “WhY do all this?"
“Because someday. 40u Will become Like Me. Because that's What You are. You're one of MY kiNd.- You're MY child-"
*Whoo." 40U Said. iNcredulous. *You mean T'm a 047"

° No. Not Yet. You're a fetus. You're Still Growing. Once You've Lived every humon Life throuqhout all tiMe. 40U Will have qrown enouqh +o be borw.”
1 LLUS*r Q ‘\'Qd b“ 'ﬁ' s h L e .qh C o o k S0 ¥he Whole universe.” You Said. “it's Just,.."

“AN €99." T answered. "Now i+'s tiMe for You 40 Move oN to Your Nex+ Life."
ANd 1 sent You on Your way.




Mou Jere oN Your Way home When You died.

14 Was a car accideny.

No+hiNg Particularly remarkable. but fatal Novetheless.

14 Was a PaiNless Jeath.

The Medics tried their
bes+ ¥o0 save You,
bu+ +0 NO avail.

Your bod4 was so vtterLy
Shattered You Jere
beter off.

Trust Me.
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ANd ¥hats When You met Me.




*What.. What haPpened?”

Yov asked.
9

"Where am i7"

{
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*You died." 1 said.
Mmotxter of factLy.

"There Jas a...
a §ruck
oNd it Was skidding..."

No Point in MiNciNg Words.
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*I.. 1 died?"
“Yes*

"But dont't feel bad about it
everyone dijes."

You Looked around. There Was Nothingness.

JUS+ You and Me.

“*More or Less"

Yovu asked.

o
"Yes. I'Mm God" '

*What about them?"

Yovu said.

T

‘hats Whot i Like o See’
1 said. ‘

\

*You )ust died and Your main concern
is for Your family. Thats qood stuff riqh+ there.




“You Looked ot Me With
fascivation.

To You. 1 didn'+ Look Like God.
1 Just Looked Like Some mon.

*Your wife Will crY onv the ovtside. but Will be secre+lY relieved.
Or Possibl4 a woman.
¢

\\
Some vaque avthority
fiqure. maybe.

“DonY WorrY" 1 said.

To be fair. Your marraiqe was falling apart.
*TheY'LL be five. Your kids Will remember You as perfect in every Way.
TheY didnt have time 1o qrow contempt for You."

1€ i+S any consolation. she'll eel very quiltYy for feeling reLieved."

You said.
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"Neither." i Said. "1ou'LL be reincarvated.”

/b

You said.




“ALL reliqions are ridht iN their own WaYy ." 1 said- "walk With me."

“Yov foLLowed alonqg as We strode throvqh the void.

‘Nowhere b Particular. 145 Jus+ Nice +0 Walk Whils+ We talk.”

"You have Within 4ou all the kvovled9e and exPeriences of all Your Past Lives.
You Just don'y remember them riqh+ now."




1 stopPed WalkiNg and 400k You bY the Shoulder.

*Your soul is more maqnificenst. beauvtiful and qiqantic than 4ou cal PossibLY iMaqiNe. A human MiNd can oNLY contain a iNY fraction of What You are.”







"Well. I Quess technically.
TiMe. as You kNOW i+. ONLY exiS+S iN Your uNjverse.
Things are different where I come from.”

4You said.
‘Sure. Happens all the time."

‘O Sure.” 1 explaived "1 come from Somewhere. Somewhere elSe.
ANd there are others Like Me. T kNOW YouU'LL Wbt $0 kNOW What it'S Like there,
but honestLY You Wouldn'y understand.” :

*ANd With both Lives onLy “
oware of ¥heir own Lifespan “

You don't even kNOV i¥'S haPpening.*

You said. ‘ : 1 Looked Y0u iN the eYe...
a little Let dJown.




‘“The reasoN I made +his Whole vNiverse,

The Meaning of Life-- is for You to mature.’

"No, Just You. T made this Whole universe for You.
With each New Life You qrow and mature and become o
Larqer oand qreater intellect.

a ]
(7} v
You stared bLankly o+ Me. i *There iS No oNe elSe." T Said-
( - "IN ¥hiS uNiverse there's Just You and Me."

"ALL You. Different incarnations of You."

.




*Nou You're Ge++ing it." 1 said.

*Or Who Will ever Live. Yes."
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"ANd You're John Wilkes Booth. +00" 1 added.
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You said. appalled. ‘ / rm‘A 4




“You fell siLeny.

‘everY ¥ime You victimized
SoMeone...

“You thovqht for a Long time.

You were victimizing Yourself.*

‘everYy act of kidvess You've done,
You've done o Yourself." ’

‘every happy and sad moment ever
exPerienced by any human was,

or Will be. experienced

b4 You.*




You asked me.

« "No.No+t Yeq. You're a fequs. You're S+ill qrowing. Once You've Lived
every humon Life throvqhouy all time. 40U Will have qroun enouqh 40 be bogn.*

*“Because someday, 4You Will become Like me."

"Recavse that's What You are...

You're one of MY kiNd."

*Yovu're MY child."

You said. iNeredulous.




ANd 1 Sent You on Your Jay.

“AN e9q9. 1 ansuered. "Nou i+'s ¥ime for You 1o move onto Your Nex+ Life."
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