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‘The Grid’ retail and leisure facility is a proposal that has been 

inspired through the growing opportunities that are available 

within the city of Southampton. The incentive behind designing 

the facility is to provide a welcoming and exciting environment 

for people to explore, relax and enjoy retail in a different way. 

The stimulus of the project developed through the Masterplan 

set out by the client (Southampton City Council) and the 

users; everyone as a collective. With the primary focus upon 

sustainability, socio-economic and environmental factors, the 

proposal accommodates different sustainable technologies along 
with multiple social focal points. 

The final concept for the retail facility derived from a modern, 
lineal and organic perspective; consisting of natural design 

elements and ‘sharp’ design features. Comprising of two levels 

and a basement, each level offers numerous retail services, 
ranging from Heath & Fitness services to general shopping 

outlets. Moreover, the ‘core’ of the facility entails of outlets/

stalls that are operated through smaller business along with a 

large communal area. For example, family operated businesses 

that are currently established within the city and/or those that 

wish to grow in the future and all users of the building can 

gather and socialise effortlessly.
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