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That's clear. And it's more than a hobby.
You want to make a living out of it. There
are a wide range of real career options in
this sector — and our graduates prove it.

Are you a dramatic artist or musician?
We support you on stage and screen —
performing, recording, broadcasting and
promoting in this evolving industry.

Do you want to be a music writer and
content creator? We help you get your
views and reviews online, on air, on vlogs
and in print.

Do you want to build a sustainable music
industry career in marketing, promotion
or management? Do you want to build
artist careers and stage great events?
We help you to develop exciting and
innovative entrepreneurial businesses,
work with artists, book and manage gigs
and club nights, and run promotional
and PR campaigns.
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tradition for live music, with venues hosting
acts ranging from heavy metal to house music.
NME favourite The Joiners has launched many
well-known rock and pop bands, The Hobbit is
renowned for folk and rock, the Orange Rooms
and Switch draw the best live DJs, while the
Platform Tavern is a must for soul and blues.

Festivals and street
Stadium acts come music thrive in the

to the Ageas Bowl

city, and our own
while the O2 Guildhall SO:Music City
hosts mainstream pop (formally SMILEfest)

and rock legends. attracts top artists.

The city is home to the swanky cinema,
Showcase Cinema de Lux; independent
productions are screened at Harbour Lights;
and Southampton hosts a summer season
of al fresco film.

outside of London, with 500,000 visitors every
year — puts on West End productions, opera and
ballet, while The Nuffield is great for national
touring theatre. The city has invested in a new
Cultural Quarter, with community theatre, film
and video projects at Studio 144 and City Eye.
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OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART MUSIC
FACILITIES INCLUDE:

- industry-standard digital and analogue multi-
track recording facilities and audio production
suites including: Pro Tools Ultimate and Logic

audio workstations; microphones by
m‘*AKG and Shure; analog processing
ding Neve, Universal Audio, Focusrite,
pirical Labs and Portico; live sound mixers
ding Allen and Heath DLive, Soundcraft Si
32

the scenes, Solent ha
to help you attain the
portfolio you'll need

Visit individual course
www.solent.ac.uk/co quality rehearsal rooms, with

facilities available for ncluding: drums by DW and Mapex;
org Kronos synthesizers; Marshall,

and videos; software includes Native Instruments
Kompl nd Plugins by Sonnox, McDSP and
Cele

+ access to HD cameras, radio suites and multi-
camera television studios, as well as a newsroom
and outside broadcasting facilities.

-




WHY SOLENT

We're a Music Academic Partner of UK Music,

an Educational Associate of the Music Managers
Forum and a member of Creative & Cultural Skills.
Through these national endorsements our students
attend key industry events, gaining great insight
and boosting career chances.

Guest speakers are a regular fixture, with recent
visitors including international artist Craig David,
music manager Marcus Russell, The Guardian'’s
music critic Alexis Petridis, festival producer Rob
da Bank and MOBO Awards founder Kanya King, to
name just a few.

Learn from an enthusiastic and dedicated tea
of professional producers, composers, musicia
sound engineers and DJs with a wealth of
international industry experience.

our state-of-the-art facilities
earsal and performance space, and
s in our Media Academy.

lent links to Southampton’s vibran
ene, and work with the ci
music es including The 1865, The
Switch Southampton.

We're at the centre of major festivals i
Glastonbury, Bestival and Teddy Rocks wh
students perform, prmﬁte, manage an

\ /I‘ "’ (( T ' ?

th an amazing £5.2 billion to the
onomy in 2019.

*
9 over 190,000 people worked in the music

industry in a variety of roles and disciplines.
*

Music is a hugely successful British export worth
£2.7 billion.

Source: UK Music, Music by Numbers - 2019 report



Hi Jo, tell us a bit about your
career journey so far.

My first full-time role was at
TaP Music, which looks after
Dua Lipa, Lana Del Rey and

Ellie Goulding among many
others. They took me on before
I'd graduated, and | spent 18
months there, putting the skills
I'd learnt at uni into practice
with artists such as Rat Boy,
Chelcee Grimes and D) Shadow.
My first opportunity to step

up came when | was offered a
short-term contract working
with Liam Payne in the run-up to
a big single release.

| now work at YM&U Group
assisting two directors in the
music team. | work across a
small artist roster including Take
That, James Arthur and Emily
Burns among others, and also

] O

across the company’s impressive
team of producers and
songwriters. The company has

a very extensive roster across
sports, entertainment and music,
and it's very much an exciting
new venture for me.

What do you enjoy most
about your role, and what are
the biggest challenges?

The thing that drew me to artist
management is the people side
of what | do. | love the bigger
picture — you're the only person
on the team thinking about the
artist as a business, a public
figure and, crucially, a person.

| love being part of building

a career for a new artist, and

of course it’s really rewarding
to play a part in keeping that
momentum going as their
career evolves.

HOWARTH

BA (Hons) Music Management*

Graduated 2018

Management assistant, YM&U Group

The biggest challenge is often
the sheer amount of plate-
spinning — the management
team is the people pinning
the operation together and
it's a lot of moving parts to
stay on top of.

What's been your greatest
achievement in your career

so far?

| was really honoured to be given
an Outstanding Music Graduate
award by UK Music in 2019.

You can be nominated for the
award up to three years after
graduating, so to be recognised
in this way less than a year after
graduating was lovely.

*Our music courses have recently been re-developed — see BA (Hons) Music Business.




w do you feel your studies
olent have helped you to
ress in your career?

e, it was about the

dence | gained while at

t. | left sixth form feeling
st. | knew | wanted to
music but — completely
usly — thought that it

n option for a woman. |
ed Solent’s course, and
like a glove. It gave me
pport network in which
y knowledge and skills
ping out into real-
stry.

What advice would you give
to those wanting to break into
this industry?

My advice for someone wanting
to break into the music industry
would be to try out a few
different sectors and work out
what it is that you enjoy most.
For me, | love artist management
as it's the more nurturing role.
Others might find that they
enjoy more of a marketing role

— statistics and sales — and that

a record label is the right place
for them. Some might find that
new music is the thing they care
about, so publishing or A&R
might be the right thing for them.
And some might love the live
side of the industry — touring and
festivals. If you've tried a fair few
of these through work experience
while you're at uni, you'll come
out of it knowing exactly what it
is that you want, and you'll have
enough experience to land the
role.






*Our music courses have
recently been re-developed —

see BA (Hons) Music Business.

What made you choose to study at Solent?

The music courses offered at Solent were more varied in
content than anything else I'd seen. | liked the fact that all

the music courses intertwined, so not only were you learning
about the industry as a whole, but you'd be doing so alongside
those interested in different areas. Solent’s location was also
appealing, being right in the heart of Southampton and close
to all the venues.

Favourite Solent memory?

Getting to work on artist liaison at events like Bestival.
There’s a buzz to working backstage that’s hard to beat
and | learnt a lot about the inner workings of festivals,
as well as meeting new friends and future colleagues.

Tell us about your current role.

I'm currently a communications executive at The O2, where

| cover internal and external communications. | engage with

the press, work on PR for shows and other AEG-related activities,
as well as a whole host of other stuff — communications is

a gold mine for random projects! In my last year at university

| volunteered at the Country to Country festival and this year

| ran the press accreditation. It was one of the main reasons

| wanted to join The O2, and being a part of its organisation

for the past two years has been a genuine dream.

What are the three biggest skills you learnt at Solent?
1) The practice of writing in different styles — writing and
editing is an integral part of my job and every essay, report
and even tweet helped.

2) Not necessarily a skill, but the knowledge of how the
industry operates. It's invaluable to understand each sector
and how they all work together when you're thrown in and
everyone else seems to have been doing it for years.

3) How to promote yourself and where to look for jobs!

It seems obvious but the final few weeks focusing on this
definitely helped me succeed when it came to my first
career steps.
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How did university prepare
you for your career?
University prepared me for my
career by helping me refine my
skills and discover which path
within digital music | wanted
to take.

Favourite Solent memory?

My favourite Solent memory was
in the second year, performing
with Adam Long and Tom Freeth
for the Live Performance unit. It
helped solidify a friendship that
has continued after Solent.

Tell us a little about your
career story so far.

The visual media units on the
BA (Hons) Digital Music course
made me realise that | enjoy
creating music for films.

This has led to freelance
opportunities which | am
continuing to work on.

What'’s your career highlight?
My career highlight so far

was working with a large UK
company to create music for
their online media campaign.

are ableto mfwfmer deilionic
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Tell us about what you are
doing now and what it involves
- a typical working day.

| am now creating music for
digital media in a freelance
environment. From a home
studio, my typical day consists
of working to a deadline. This
means that | am able to choose
my own working hours which,
although good, can lead to some
late nights!

What tips would you give

to someone wanting a career
in your industry?

There are points in music where
you sit in front of a blank screen
or a piece of music that you
don't like and want to tear your
hair out. Being able to work
through these moments is the
key to creating the work that
will help you progress in this
industry.
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Do you want to promote and We promote Solent student We hold live gigs, electronic
manage events, book artists music and music businesses music nights and outdoor shows
and support the local music through our website and at Engine Rooms, NME favourite
scene? Are you keen to film, social media. The Joiners, Art House, Mettricks
photograph or interview and Palmerstone Park.

bands? We give you real We support your music releases,

-

opportunities to build concerts, club nights, magazines

your experience and help and many other projects, and

your career. help you with management,
promotion and journalism.
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BA (Hons) Popular Music
Performance and Production
Graduated 2019
Musician
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l \ While studying at Solent in 2018, Miles formed
the band BASH! with-four other classmates.
Since then, the band has gone from strength to
strength, having become signed recording artists
and playing gigs all over the country including
BBC Introducing and Larmer Tree Festival. We
caught up with Miles to find out more.

Hi Miles, tell us a bit about what you've been
up to since leaving Solent.

Since leaving uni, I've been focusing on all sorts
of musical endeavours, the band being the main
one, but also busking, composing for projects
(most notably, getting my music played on rides
at LEGOLAND Windsor), building and then
teaching my musical repertoire, and learning

video editing software.
L—:_" tht's:_ﬁ“_@eﬁ’*‘a_repefﬁj‘gmfgh__t_ .{o far?

e My main caIger ighlight is becoming a signed
® _recording aftist as part of BASH! We've achieved
‘*nk‘luch including recording at Abbey Road and
Maida Vale studios. The signing has given us areas

To find out more
about BASH!, visit:

@ @BASHMUZAC

of focus, particularly in terms of songwriting.
Everyone seems to form their own path in the
creative industries, and having a label boss gives
us some clarity in a hard-to-navigate landscape.

What do you enjoy most about what you do,
and what are the biggest challenges?

The thing | most enjoy is that | live with my closest
friends. The band lives together, which makes our
home a hub for musical inspiration, albeit | feel for
the neighbours. The nature of what we do means
that, like many creatives, we're pretty much skint
the whole time — our part-time retail jobs just
about pay the rent. But | wouldn’t change a thing.

If someone wanted to follow in your footsteps,
what advice would you give them?

My advice would be to milk the University’s
exceptional facilities for all they're worth; and

to meet and chat to people. The whole industry

is based on community and by getting to know
people, it opens up your employment options.






Over the last 12 years we have developed special
relationships with a wide range of festivals including
Glastonbury, Boardmasters and Teddy Rocks. Do
you want to perform at one of these events, through
street theatre or stage? To get experience behind the
scenes in the management, media and production
areas? Work hard and we'll help you get in.

Our students are performing, blogging and film-
making. They're working fast and furious in music
journalism, artist liaison, production management,
sound and street theatre.

They’re hitting the ground running — and getting
unrivalled experience for graduate jobs.
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venue and
place throug&ou t

local venues and y people.

event replaced the huge essful S
Southampton’s longest running music eve
which celebrated its tenth birthday in Ma

SO:Music City brings students right into the
of the industry. It is a platform for live concerts,
club nights, workshops, masterclasses, exhibitio
and industry conferences — all organised, age
and promoted by our students and staff
partnership with the local council, Southampton
Cultural Trust and Southampton’s music industry
organisation, SONG.

SO:Music City continues to bring in the great
guests that SMILEfest became renowned for. In the
past, these have included Radio 1's legendary Annie
Nightingale MBE, Alan McGee (Creation Records —
the man who signed Oasis), Simon Raymonde

of Bella Union Records, radio and TV personality
Zoe Ball and Bestival’s Rob da Bank.

Our own graduates are also a great inspiration.
We've hosted talks by those who now command
leading roles within the national radio, music/and
media industries. -
Since 2009 more than 1,500 of our students havv
had the chance to work in the hub of the music
business and festivals — and the oppo’vnities
continue to grow. V‘
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MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT
INDUSTRY CAREERS EVENT

Launched in Spring 2017, Solent has been offering
its music students unrivalled access to industry
professionals through the annual Music and
Entertainment Industry Careers Event.

The event is designed to give students the fantastic
opportunity to hear from a diverse range of exciting
guests about their roles within the industry — and how

they got there — as well as the rare chance to speak to

these professionals one-to-one. In previous years many
students have successfully secured interviews and job
offers as a result.

Recent guests have included UK Music, Sony Music,
ATC Management, Giles Stanley (GSM), Audio Lock,
De Wolfe Music, FAC, Southampton Music Hub, The
Joiners, Carnival, Mayflower Theatre, Blackhill Studios,
The Brook, Bigmouth Theatre, Rockshool, Expression
Events, The Point and Berry Theatre, and many more!




Have you got a passion for acting and
performance? Do you dream of treading

the boards in the West End or starring on
the Hollywood big screen? Our performing
arts courses combine practical skills with
theoretical study, supporting you to develop
the techniques and knowledge to help you
launch your performance career.

+ a variety of rehearsal spaces including
rehearsal rooms and a dance studio with
sprung floor, as well as an additional 200-seat
flexi-form space on campus which can be used
for live performances

+ access to HD cameras, radio suites and
multi-camera television studios.

Visit individual course pages at

www.solent.ac.uk/courses for the specific
facilities available for your chosen degree.

20

« Solent is one of only two UK institutions

to offer the Perdekamp emotional method.

+ Receive vocal coaching based on the highly

regarded Estill Voicecraft model.

+ We offer a variety of rehearsal spaces including

rehearsal rooms and a dance studio with sprung
floor, as well as an additional 200-seat flexi-form
space on campus which can be used for live
performances.

+ Gain practical experience through working

with local professional institutions on live
briefs, auditions and work experience
opportunities. These close links include
The Mayflower Theatre, The Point Theatre
Eastleigh and The Nuffield Theatre.

« During your final year of study you will have

the opportunity to participate in a showcase

to help launch your introduction to the industry
and establish networks to support your career
development.

B



The UK creative industries generate more than
£100 billion a year to the UK economy, and employ
more than two million people.

In 2018 the creative industries grew jobs by
1.6 per cent, compared to the UK-wide employment
increase of 0.8 per cent.

The fastest growing area of creative industry
employment since 2011 has been music, performing

and visual arts.

Source: Creative Industries 2020 report

21
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art your professional career as

018, and my final project at Solent was at

e Nuffield Southampton Theatre, in a production
of Bonnie & Clyde by Adam Peck. During the
performance, | received a message from a producer
who had seen me in the show. He asked if | would
audition for a new, all-male adaptation of Romeo
and Juliet which was going to be performed at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and | was offered the
part of Romeo!

After my London/Southampton showcase, | was
approached by a director who was about to tour

a play about the First World War, funded by the
Arts Council England and the British Legion. He
invited me to audition, | got the part and | had two
professional jobs lined up before | graduated!



en up to since graduating?
eo to a sell-out audience in

ile there, | was approached by a

0 was casting a new puppetry play

ld be going on tour. This was an amazing
ience as | got to build and refine my puppetry
Is and learn more about Southampton’s history,
as the play was based on a real soldier from
Southampton who fought in the First World War.

| was also cast in Out Of Control which toured
around schools and colleges and told the real
stories of young people in abusive and coercive
relationships.

In 2019 | reprised my role as Romeo for a UK tour,
before returning to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. At
the same time, | worked on a puppetry show called
Looking Down on Me which focused on teaching
children about grief and bereavement. This was an
incredible experience and was the second show that
took me to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

| was also awarded a start-up fund to develop a
play | have been writing called Won't Fade Away,
which tells the real-life story of a couple and their
experience with dementia.

Currently, I'm in rehearsal for an adaptation of A
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens in Hong Kong.

What has been your career highlight to date?
Performing in Blighty One. | played a soldier called
Bernie who begins suffering from PTSD. There is

a beautiful monologue in which Bernie mutters

“| just want to go home ...” seconds before he is
shot dead. A few weeks after the show | bumped
into one of the teachers, who told me that over
two thirds of her class had written about me and
my performance for an assignment — it made me
realise how lucky | am to inspire people of all ages.

How did Solent help prepare you for a career

as a performer?

| got to try new things, escape my comfort zone and
make errors. It allowed me to put together a wealth of
skills to take into the industry. | was gifted a vast bank
of knowledge from lecturers and was pushed beyond
my comfort zone. | also learnt how to conduct myself
in rehearsals, and left with a work ethic that gets me
back into the audition room time and again.

As a performer, who is your biggest inspiration
and why?

My biggest inspirations are friends in the industry —
people you wouldn't have heard of; actors who work
hard every day in small-scale shows. | have a friend
who lost her dad while performing in the West End
— she showed a kind of bravery that inspired me. |
am inspired by the people who tirelessly work and
commit to creating magic every night.

What advice would you give to others wanting
to follow in your footsteps?

Believe in yourself. Your career starts on day one
of your training, so take it seriously, because it will
prepare you for the real world.

What'’s next for you?

I will be in Hong Kong performing in A Tale of Two
Cities and then there are a few potential shows
happening, but | can’t talk about them ... yet.
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Favourite Solent memor? s
During my second year | was cast as Sally

’ Durant-Plummer in the musical Follies. It was
my first time being cast as a ﬁin a musical,
and from the casting, throughout the rehearsal
stages and finally the performance week, Follies
was one of the most educational and rewarding
experiences | have taken part in throughout

my training.
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of an audience - this includes varieties of dance,
: *—'-ﬂ‘rmahd theatre.

What is performance?
Performance is different forms of creative activity
that are crggteﬂ and perfdrmed for the purpose

‘What is next for you?'=

| am about to start working in an administrative
role for a local college while studying for my
PTLLS (Preparing to teach in the lifelong learning
sector), with the end goal of becoming a lecturer
of performance at the college. | am also attending

_casting workshops, applying for a variety of

stage and screen roles and au
pantomimes. At the same
setting up my own p
offer a variety of cla

What top tips would you give to other students

wanting a career in your area?
« Be prepared to be judged, to accept criticism

and to work long and varied hours — but if you
have the passion and drive, you will get to where
you want to be.

+ Believe in yourself — if you don't believe in

yourself, you can't expect industry professionals
to e'ﬁher.

+ Keep training — never stop learning.
+ Get as much experience as you can, whether

it be attending local workshops, appearing

in performances at local events or theatres,

or being cast in student films — the more people
you know in the industry, the more it will open
up opportunities.

Sign up to casting websites.

Do what you love, but don’t be afraid to try
new things.

W%WMWW.WMWWMNM]M%@,,
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BA (Hons) Performance*
Graduated 2017
Performer, Spain

28

we go about networking and making a nau’fd:‘
ourselves. We were given help with branding and
marketing our strengths in the best way ble
to succeed. Being taught about the production side
of the industry also made it easier, when entering
the acting world, to relate to the person behind
the camera or backstage.

Favourite Solent memory?
The day that | performed my final major project
after an entire year working on it!

been able to spend a summer in Itaiy work‘ing Wi
children to create short stage shows as part of an
English learning camp.

Tell us about what you are doing now and

what it involves.

I'm currently working with a theatre company in
Barcelona. If | have a performance at 10am, then
I'll meet the rest of the team at 8.30am for a quick
breakfast in a cafe before making our way in the
van to the performance space.



"Please weéle

Our BA (Hons) Performance has been
divided into BA (Hons) Musical Theatre
and BA (Hons) Acting and Performance.
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unload the van, ready to set ces that it's given me the chance to see,
“show for tha day. Sometimes fo "y and'theqﬂleople it’s allowed me to meet. -
to three different shows‘in a day, so it’s always o —— -
good to set up as much as we can for the other What tips would you give to someone wanting
shows;"so we get to have a little rest between a career in your industry?
performances. Once show preparation is ready, Don't give up! This industry isn’t easy but the
the audience arrives, and out we go onto the stage  rewards are endless. There’s work out there for =~ =
to give the performance of our lives every time! everyone — you just have to be willing to do the .
Afterwards we'll have a short Q&A with the work to get it. Networking is key — of the things
audience, and then take down the set or reset for I've done since leaving Solent, the majority were

another performance. A good thing about Spain is sent in my direction by people | met along the way.
the two-hour lunches, often spent in a restaurant

where we can recharge before the afternoon

performance. Once that's over, it's time to reload

the van and get ready to do it all over again the

next day. | wouldn’t change a thing!

29
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BA (Hons) Performance*
Graduated 2017

How do you feel Solent helped prepare you for
your career?

| feel that university was an eye-opener for me. I'd
always wanted to perform on stage but university
made me think about so many different pathways
that | could consider. I'd still love to perform, but

I'm enjoying doing different things at the moment.

Favourite Solent memory?

| do have two favourite memories, both from the
second year: one is being able to act on screen for
the first time, and the other is performing in our
stage project, Alice in Wonderland. There was a lot
of work involved for both projects, but I learnt so
much about acting styles.

Tell us about your current role.

I’'m now a drama intern at The Point Theatre

and work closely with The Point and Berry Youth
Theatre groups, assisting with productions and
weekly workshops. My internship at The Point
involves administration and practical work. A
typical working day would be office work during
the day — replying to youth theatre enquiries,

for example — and then assisting with a youth
theatre workshop in the evening. Sometimes it can
be different — for example, when we’re working
towards a youth production, rehearsals become a
big part of the week.
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Our BA (Hons) Performance has been divided
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What is your career highlight so far?

My career highlight so far is being able to assistant
direct The Point Youth Theatre’s production of

The Hunchback of Notre Dame — It was an amazing
experience. As well as learning about directing, | learnt




Five city-centre parks

right on Solent’s

doorstep and 300+
3 acres of managed
“Over 42,000 students, £1.6 billion of new city woodland and

with a population of investment committed 180+ pubs, bars and open space at
almost 255,000 or underway nightclubs Southampton Common
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OUR MUSIC COURSES
WERE VOTED 7TH IN
THE UK IN THE 2018
NATIONAL STUDENT
SURVEY.




BA (Hons) Acting and Performance

BA (Hons) Digital Music

BA (Hons) Music Business

BA (Hons) Musical Theatre

BMus (Hons) Popular Music Performance

BA (Hons) Popular Music Performance
and Production

BSc (Hons) Popular Music Production

MA Popular Music Performance and
Production

UCAS

TARIFF
POINTS

WORK
PLACEMENT
OPPORTUNITY
FOUNDATION
ROUTE
AVAILABLE
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* Refer to admissions for entry requirements
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REPLY TO YOUR OFFERS
BY THE START OF MAY
+ Select your firm choice.

’ + Select your insurance choice

— this is a back-up choice in case
you don't meet the conditions
for your firm choice. ¢

+ Decline your other offers.;_—f

We have well-equipped student residences
with fantastic study-bedrooms, right in the
city centre and only a short walk from the

main campus.

For more information, visit
www.solent.ac.uk/accommodation

FIND OUT IF YOU'VE
GOT YOUR PLACE
You'll see in UCAS TRACK
if your place is confirmed.
BTEC results are published
from July onwards and
A-level results will be
published in mid-August.

Are you worried about the cost of going to
university? There’s plenty of support on offer
to ensure that financial circumstances don’t
prevent you from gaining a higher education.

For more information, visit
www.solent.ac.uk/finance

Prepare for university in less than an hour

For more information, visit
www.solent.ac.uk/52-things

each week with our tips, guides and quizzes.
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T. +44 (0)23 8201 3000
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