
Solent’s Strategy for 2020-2025 identifies Research and Knowledge Exchange (RKE) as one 
of its three key strategic priorities and so puts RKE at the heart of the University’s mission.  

Increasing our income from external funding for Research and Knowledge Exchange activities 
is a key part of this process, and it is particularly important that this is strategically approached. 
Colleagues are strongly encouraged to consider how their planned RKE funding bids align 
with current strategic priorities at the Faculty/School and/or Unit of Assessment (UoA) level. 

Below is a list of external funding bodies which you may wish to consider when exploring 
applying for funds. The list is intended as a guide and is not exhaustive. Do consider also 
carrying out independent research on other funding bodies and opportunities which may not 
be included here. You can find more information by clicking on the links below, or by accessing 
the details on the Researcher Development Programme pages.  

Please note that if you do decide to make an application for funds, your application must go 
through the Research Office and must follow the bid process. Applications to charities, trusts 
or foundations must also be notified to External Relations (using 
external.relations@solent.ac.uk). Please also ensure that you are familiar with Solent’s Gift 
Acceptance and Ethical Fundraising Policy. 

 

External Funding Bodies 
 

• Academy of Medical Sciences 
• Action Medical Research  
• Age UK  
• Alzheimer's Research UK  
• Anglo Austrian Society 
• Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 
• Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) 
• Blood Cancer UK 
• Breast Cancer Now  
• British Academy  
• British Heart Foundation  
• British Lung Foundation  
• Cancer Research UK  
• Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA)  
• Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation  
• Diabetes UK  
• Directorate for Social, Behavioural and Economic Sciences (SBE) 
• Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
• Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 
• European Research Council 
• Gatsby  
• Getty Trust  
• Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation  
• Heart Research UK  
• Innovate UK 
• Institute for Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
• Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) 

https://learn.solent.ac.uk/mod/glossary/view.php?id=1548336
https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/researcher-support/documents/solent-bid-process.pdf
mailto:external.relations@solent.ac.uk
https://staff.solent.ac.uk/official-documents/external-relations/gift-acceptance-and-ethical-fundraising-policy.pdf
https://staff.solent.ac.uk/official-documents/external-relations/gift-acceptance-and-ethical-fundraising-policy.pdf
https://acmedsci.ac.uk/
https://action.org.uk/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/
https://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/
https://angloaustrian.org.uk/
https://ahrc.ukri.org/about/governancestructure/ahrccouncil/
https://bbsrc.ukri.org/
https://bloodcancer.org.uk/
https://breastcancernow.org/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/
https://www.blf.org.uk/
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/
https://www.cimaglobal.com/
https://dajf.org.uk/
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/
https://www.nsf.gov/dir/index.jsp?org=SBE
https://esrc.ukri.org/
https://epsrc.ukri.org/
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/advanced-grants
https://www.gatsby.org.uk/education/about/applying-for-support
https://www.getty.edu/foundation/
https://www.hiwcf.com/
https://heartresearch.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/innovate-uk
https://isbe.org.uk/
https://www.icaew.com/


• Institute of Historical Research  
• International Labour Organisation (ILO)  
• Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
• Leverhulme Trust 
• Lloyds Register Foundation 
• Medical Research Council  
• Meningitis Research Foundation  
• Mental Health Foundation  
• Natural Environment Research Council 
• NESTA 
• Nuffield Foundation 
• Office for Students 
• Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
• Research England  
• Royal Academy of Engineering 
• Royal Economic Society  
• Royal Osteoporosis Society  
• Santander Scholarships and Awards 
• Sasakawa Peace Foundation  
• Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 
• Sir Halley Stewart Trust  
• Society for Research in Higher Education (SHRE) 
• Society for the Advancement of Management Studies 
• The Airey Neave Trust  
• The British Council  
• The Earthwatch Institute  
• The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation  
• The Foyle Foundation  
• The National Lottery Heritage Fund  
• The Paul Mellon Centre  
• The Royal Society 
• The Stroke Association  
• The Wenner-Gren Foundation  
• UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) 
• Universities UK International  
• University Forum for Human Resource Development 
• Wellbeing of Women  
• Wellcome Trust 

 

Additional links which may be useful for identifying funding opportunities:  

• www.grantsonline.org.uk  
• https://fundsonline.org.uk/  
• https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search  

 

If you come across other funding bodies, that you think should be included here, please let us 
know via researchsupport@solent.ac.uk.  

https://www.history.ac.uk/
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.jrf.org.uk/
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/
https://www.lrfoundation.org.uk/en/
https://mrc.ukri.org/
https://www.meningitis.org/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
https://nerc.ukri.org/
https://www.nesta.org.uk/%5d
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/
https://www.phf.org.uk/
https://re.ukri.org/
https://www.raeng.org.uk/
https://www.res.org.uk/
https://theros.org.uk/
https://www.santander.co.uk/universities/events
http://www.gbsf.org.uk/
https://stfc.ukri.org/
http://www.sirhalleystewart.org.uk/
https://www.srhe.ac.uk/research/annual_scoping_awards_online_application.asp
http://www.socadms.org.uk/
http://www.aireyneavetrust.org.uk/
https://www.britishcouncil.org/
https://earthwatch.org/
https://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/
http://www.foylefoundation.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.paul-mellon-centre.ac.uk/
https://royalsociety.org/
https://www.stroke.org.uk/
http://www.wennergren.org/
https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/International/Pages/about-universities-uk-international.aspx
https://www.ufhrd.co.uk/wordpress/
https://www.wellbeingofwomen.org.uk/
https://wellcome.org/
http://www.grantsonline.org.uk/
https://fundsonline.org.uk/
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search
mailto:researchsupport@solent.ac.uk

