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RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND KNOWLEDGE 

EXCHANGE (RIKE) AWARDS 

 

What are the RIKE awards? 

RIKE awards are grants for research, innovation or knowledge exchange projects awarded 

internally through the Research Office. The funding is through Solent’s Quality Related 

Research (QR) or Higher Education Innovation Fund (HEIF) from UKRI.  Applications are 

welcomed from Solent University academic staff on permanent or fixed term contracts. 

Associate Lecturers (ALs) are not eligible to apply to this fund. 

As funds are limited, early applications are advised to avoid disappointment. 

 

RIKE awards categories 

There are different types of awards as described below and in Table 1:  

• Bridge to cover funding gaps, complete a key piece of work for publication or to 

provide match-funding for an existing R/KE opportunity (up to £2,500) 

• Accelerator proof of concept grants for the generation of preliminary data to 

strengthen an application for external funding (up to £15,000) 

• Learning and Teaching Innovation Fund to stimulate research into educational 

development practices (up to £1,000) 

• Outreach support for public engagement and involvement initiatives to communicate 

with the community about research and knowledge exchange activities at Solent 

University (up to £1,000). 

 

Award Criteria: 

Your application must fit with at least one of the following: 

 

a) Research theme: 

• Environment and Engineering: Safe and sustainable energy, transport, and material 

systems.  

• Social Policy: Improving individual and community wellbeing through practice, 

provision, and policy.  

• Human Function and Health: The evaluation of human function, health and the 

social context.  

• Media, Culture and the Arts: Communication, cultural and media studies, creative 

arts and practice.  

 

OR b) Knowledge exchange priority area: 

• Maritime: autonomous shipping, alternative energy, seafarer’s employment, and 

training maritime trainers. 

• Sustainable Business: small business growth, entrepreneurship and sustainability, 

leadership and management skills, and business education & enterprise. 

• Justice: human rights, ethical practice, safeguarding society and legal education. 

• Health & Wellbeing: community physical health and mental wellbeing, corporate 

consultancy in health, sport and exercise science consultancy. 
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Student entrepreneurship: creative industries, enterprise and intellectual property 

• Engineering: hydrodynamics, composites design manufacture, engineering material, 

CAD, simulation and automation. 

All awards: applicants must also describe the planned progression or impact within and 

beyond academia.  

 

RIKE general guidelines 

In accordance with University policy, any project, whether funded or unfunded, must 

abide by ethical principles. PIs/supervisors (where studies are conducted by students) are 

responsible for ensuring that all necessary ethical permissions are obtained prior to the 

commencement of data collection and prior to funding application if required by the 

funder. 

 

i. The aim of the RIKE awards is as seed funding, allowing development of an idea 

into larger applications for external funding or to complete/provide match funding 

for an ongoing project.  

 

ii. All investigators must comply with University policies whilst applying for and 

carrying out a RIKE project. 

 

iii. All spend for the RIKE award should be undertaken in the financial year of the 

award, i.e. any grant for the 2022-23 financial year must be completed by the end 

of June 2023.  If the funding is proposed to cover two years, the project must be 

made up of two parts (i.e. stages) that can be reported on. In order to be 

successful, each stage will need to be standalone, as funding for the second year 

will be dependent on available funds and not guaranteed by successful application 

or grant award. 

 

iv. All proposals must include a breakdown of project costs alongside a detailed 

narrative for each budget heading. Please email researchsupport@solent.ac.uk to 

request the Resources and Gantt Chart spreadsheet to plan activities and expenses.  
NOTE: careful consideration must be put into the budget. If an award is made, the agreed 

budget will be binding. Award holders will only be able to apply for a single budget 

revision for movement of funds across budget headings. Any such transfer would need to 

be justified and agreed by the RO management committee. 

 

v. Staff time will not be awarded as part of RIKE, nevertheless it must be included in 

the overall prospective budget as Directly Allocated costs and time commitment 

must be signed off by the line manager in advance of acceptance of the grant 

award. 

 

vi. All successful grants will require a written interim report at 2 months from the 

start of the project and final report in August 2023. In the case of funding covering 

two years, a second final report will be required in August 2024. 

 

vii. PIs who were awarded RIKE in the previous financial year will be ineligible for 

funding.  

mailto:researchsupport@solent.ac.uk
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Note: At the discretion of the RO, exceptions may be made, conditional on the PI 

providing evidence that the new application is not an extension of the previously awarded 

project and that all terms and conditions of the previous award have been fulfilled.  

 

viii. Academics can figure as CoIs in multiple awards, but as PI on only 1 award. 

 

ix. Extensions are permissible following career breaks or under exceptional 

circumstances. This will need to be discussed by the RO management committee 

and will depend on overall budget availability. 

 

x. Weighting will be given to projects that can be completed within the academic 

year and alignment with the strategy and strategic research themes and knowledge 

exchange priorities. 

 

Applicant eligibility: 

1. Solent University academic staff on a fixed term or permanent contract are eligible to 

apply. Associate Lecturers (Als) are not eligible to apply. 

2. PIs who were awarded RIKE funding in 2021/22 are not eligible to apply in 2022/23 (see 

also point vii above). 

3. A research ethics review must be made prior to submission of the RIKE application form 

and ethical approval must be obtained before data collection can start. 

4. Written confirmation of line manager approval of the hours required to successfully 

complete the project must be provided. 

 

Eligible costs  

Funds may be used to cover all reasonable operational and research costs, consistent with 

the approved budget. 

Staff costs: salary of internal PI/CoIs are not eligible costs. Payment of external staff time 

(as Co-Is) is not permissible. Use of internal services (e.g. Solent Creatives) must be the 

first choice. Casual contracts are permitted in accordance with Solent University policy 

and regulations.  

Note: Students can only be recruited and paid for through Campus Jobs. Instructions on how to 

recruit and pay students is available on this webpage.  

Consumables: small items required for the successful delivery of the project. 

Equipment: specific to the project (up to £10,000). 

Note: equipment must be purchased at the beginning of the grant. No equipment can be acquired 

in the last 2 months of the project. 

Subcontractors: no more than 50% of the overall budget. 

Note: all items of expenditure must be processed by 30th June 2023. 

Application guidelines 

https://staff.solent.ac.uk/managers-information/using-campus-jobs
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Please complete all required fields in the online application form using the following link 

RIKE Awards 2022/23 

The RO management committee reserves the right to require prospective PIs to prepare a 

10/15min PowerPoint presentation of their project plans and attend a meeting with the 

committee as part of the application process. 

Incomplete applications will be ineligible for funding. 

Note: All applications will be reviewed by the Research Office management 

committee against the criteria described in this document and considered on a case-

by-case basis. Funds are limited and their availability will also impact the 

committee’s decision-making. 

 

Definitions and responsibilities: 

Principal Investigator (PI): is the individual responsible for the preparation, conduct and 

administration of a grant, cooperative agreement, training or public service project, 

contract, or another sponsored project and ensures responsible spending of project funds.  

The Head of KE, Head of R&I and Pro-Vost are the budget holders for all agreed 

expenditures on RIKE projects. 

 

Further information: 

Ethics applications: https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/research-

at-solent/support/ethics-and-integrity 

REF Units of Assessment: https://www.ref.ac.uk/panels/units-of-assessment/ 

Knowledge Exchange Framework: https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/knowledge-

exchange-framework/ 

Researcher Development Programme: 

https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/research-at-solent/support 

https://solent.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/rike-awards-202223-copy-2
https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/research-at-solent/support/ethics-and-integrity
https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/research-at-solent/support/ethics-and-integrity
https://www.ref.ac.uk/panels/units-of-assessment/
https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/knowledge-exchange-framework/
https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/knowledge-exchange-framework/
https://www.solent.ac.uk/research-innovation-enterprise/research-at-solent/support
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Table 1 Summary of RIKE awards 2022/23 

          

Category  Bridge Accelerator L&T Innovation Fund Outreach 

Call opens 12/10/2022 

Call deadline All year around* 

Max project budget £2,500.00 £15,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 

Project end date 31/07/2023 31/07/2023** 31/07/2023 31/07/2023 

Application process Online form  Online form  Online form  Online form  

Funding outcome from 
submission 

2/3 weeks 1 month 2/3 weeks 2/3 weeks 

Deadline for expenditures 30/06/2023 

 
*depending on funds availability 

**for multi-year projects, this would be the deadline for stage 1 

          
 

 


